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LATIN NAME(S)  Leucopaxillus albissimus  (Peck) Singer

ENGLISH NAME(S)  large white Leucopaxillus

NOTES  features include large size, white color when young, tough 
flesh, resistance to decay, and mycelial mat surrounding the base; 
note this description derived from Arora is of var. paradoxus (= L. 
paradoxus), var. piceinus (= L. piceinus below) is similar in color but 
bitter, var. typicus is pure white and bitter, var. lentus is usually 
smaller (stem only 0.8-1.5cm thick and smooth and has mild taste), 
var. montanus is like var. paradoxus but with abundant cheilocystidia 
or like var. piceinus with mild taste, Ammirati gives var. albissimus 
and var. lentus for Pacific Northwest, Singer & Smith give var. typicus 
for at least OR and var. montanus for ID and reported from CA, MA, 
Hardy (as referred to in Redhead(5)) reported var. piceinus from BC, 
L. albissimus also reported from WA

CAP  5-20(40)cm, convex with inrolled margin when young, 
becoming flat or depressed when old; white becoming buff, yellowish 
or even tan when old; dry, dull, unpolished, often cracked or splitting 
when old or dry weather, margin sometimes obscurely ribbed, (Arora)

FLESH  thick, tough; white, (Arora)

GILLS  attached (typically decurrent at least by lines, but ranging to 
adnate or even adnexed), close; white to slightly yellowish in old age, 
(Arora)

STEM  5-20cm x 1-5cm, equal or enlarged at the middle or below 
(often with a narrowed base), tough, solid; white, discoloring slightly 
with age; smooth or often scaly (especially in mid-portion), base 
usually imbedded in a white mycelial mat, (Arora)

VEIL  none (Arora)

ODOR  unpleasant or fragrant (Arora)

TASTE  mild or bitter (Arora)

EDIBILITY  coarse and difficult to digest (Arora)

HABITAT  solitary, scattered or gregarious (often in large rings) in 
woods, mainly under conifers, (Arora)

SPORE DEPOSIT  white (Arora)
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MICROSCOPIC  spores 5.5-8.5 x 4-6 microns, elliptic, warty, 
amyloid, (Arora), spores 6.5-8 x 4.5-5.5 microns, broadly elliptic, 
strongly amyloid, with small scattered warts (at times appearing 
almost smooth); basidia 4-spored, 36-42 x 8-9.5 microns, clavate; 
pleurocystidia rare and found mostly near gill edge, 34-46 x 3-5 
microns, flexuous, colorless, cheilocystidia very abundant to 
scattered, similar to pleurocystidia; clamp connections mentioned for 
cap trama, (Singer for var. monticola)

NAME ORIGIN  means 'very white'

SIMILAR  piceinus (or L. albissimus var. piceinus) which is always 
bitter; like laterarius which has pinkish-buff-tinged cap, very bitter 
taste, and grows under hardwoods

SOURCES  Arora*, Phillips*, Lincoff(2)*, Ammirati*, Schalkwijk-
Barendsen*, Kibby*, Bessette(2)*, Courtecuisse(var. paradoxus)*, 
Singer(5), Redhead(5)

FAMILY  Tricholomataceae of Order Agaricales


